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Copper-storage disease is treated by a multimodal approach. There are two primary objectives in
treating copper storage disease in dogs: the removal of excess copper from the body and the prevention
of future overconsumption. A crucial aspect of achieving these goals involves implementing a
meticulously controlled diet. This dietary intervention is designed to limit the dog's copper intake,
facilitating the reduction of accumulated copper levels and supporting the overall management of the
condition, thereby helping to reduce the accumulation of excess copper in the liver.

When diets are unbalanced, the repercussions extend beyond what meets the eye. On a cellular level,
the body undergoes a series of intricate responses to cope with the lack or excess of essential nutrients.
As the imbalance persists, the body resorts to tapping into its stored reservoirs, with the liver often
playing a central role in this. metabolic adjustment. The body's attempts to adapt to unbalanced diets
may result in stress on other organs as well.

When it comes to dogs, the impact of unbalanced diets, particularly in the context of copper storage
disease, can be even more pronounced. The liver, already burdened, is further stressed. An unbalanced
diet can exacerbate the copper accumulation. Conversely, in diets deficient in essential nutrients,
especially those that support liver health, dogs with copper storage disease may face additional
challenges. Insufficient intake of antioxidants, amino acids, and other essential nutrients can
compromise the liver's ability to handle the existing copper burden and may accelerate the progression
of the disease.

While the internet may abound with seemingly helpful re€ipes, it is imperative to recognize the
potential dangers inherent in relying on non-specialized sources for pet diétary|guidance. Pet owners
navigating the realm of homemade pet nutrition shetld be acutely-aware’that onty a-board=certified
veterinary nutritionist possesses the requisite education, expertise, and credentials to formulate diets
that align with the precise nutritional needs of.animals,

Numerous studies have meticulously examined the nutritiehal adequacy and utilization' of/home-
prepared diets, a notable portion of which were even formulated by veterinarians, cateting.to both the
dietary needs of healthy pets and those coping with various diseases. The outcomes of these studies
have consistently illuminated the inherent challenges associated with home-prepared pet diets. Findings
reveal that a considerable majority of recipes, even when crafted by veterinary professionals, exhibit
imbalances—either excesses or deficiencies—in essential nutrients crucial for sustaining optimal health
in pets.

In this guide you will read how to:

Consult Experts

What is a Board Certified Veterinary Nutritionist®
Consult with a board certified veterinary nutritionist®
The Formulation

What a Complete and Balanced Diet Means
Formulation of the Diet

Constructing the Diet
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Your commitment to providing a proper complete and balanced homemade diet formulated by a board
certified veterinary nutritionist not only safeguards your pet's health, but it reflects a profound
dedication to the health and well-being of your beloved companion.
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