
Diets Based on ACVIM Consensus Statement 

“Copper-restricted diets that provide <0.12 mg/100 kcal of Cu are recommended in all dogs with a Cu 
concentration >600 μg/g dw. 

Dietary Cu restriction does not replace the need for Cu chelation. 

Because most currently available Cu-restricted diets are modestly protein restricted, and because most 
dogs with CH do not require protein restriction, additional protein supplementation is advised. If dogs 
will not eat a commercial Cu-restricted diet, a homemade Cu-restricted diet may be formulated by a 
clinical nutritionist. 

Copper concentration of water should be <0.1 μg/g. With Cu plumbing, flushing the line for 5 minutes 
eliminates Cu. If bottled water is used, it should be distilled. 

Dietary Cu restriction is advised as lifelong management unless a point source of Cu contamination in 
the environment is identified.”

Treatment
Mechanism of

action
Dose/

duration
Formulations

Other relevant
pharmacology

Adverse
effects

Dietary Cu 
restriction 

Limits Cu uptake 
in intestine
Diet: <0.12 mg 
Cu/100 kcal

Water: limit Cu 
intake in water 
<0.1 μg/g

Flush Cu pipes for 
5 minutes

Bottled water 
should be distilled

AAFCO 
recommendat
ions for Cu = 
0.18 mg/100 
kcal

Restricted 
diet:0.09-
0.12 mg/100 
kcal

Duration: 
lifetime

Commercially 
available Cu 
restricted diets:

Royal Canine
Hepatic

Hills L/d Liver
Care

Purina HP 
Hepatic 
(Europe only), 

Homemade 
diet (balanced 
canine diet- 
best 
formulated by 
a clinical 
nutritionist)

Copper restricted diets are 
mildly protein restricted: 
3.9-4.1 mg/100 kcal

Minimal protein 
requirement = 4.5 mg/100 
kcal

Most dogs do 
not need 
protein 
restriction 
therefore 
supplement 
commercial 
Cu restricted 
diets with 
protein source:
0.5-1.5 g 
protein/kg 
body weight.
Copper 
content of 
alternative 
protein 
sources: 
https://ndb.nal.
usda.gov/ndb/
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